
EASTER 2013 

 

READINGS: Isaiah 25: 6 – 9.....and John 20: 1 -10 

 

“TETELESTAI   ...    IT IS COMPLETED” 

 

Today, on this Easter Morning, with all Christians, world-wide, we rejoice in an empty cross 

and an empty tomb. 
 

We celebrate the awesome proof that we have a Risen Lord.  That Christ’s death on the cross was 

not the end of a dream but the beginning of an unimaginable new life for all mankind through a 

Risen Saviour... 

 

For us, in the Reformed church, the symbol of the Risen Christ is not the empty tomb, but an empty 

cross... 

 

A cross which we have beautified; by wearing it as jewellery in our lapels or round our necks. 

We have enhanced our sanctuaries with carved or embroidered interpretations of it for we do not 

choose to dwell on the horror of the crucifixion...and yet we must remember that for the victims, 

crucifixion meant shame, torture and a slow and agonising death... 

 

It was to this that Our Lord was “obedient to death.. even death on a cross!” (Phil 2:8) 

 

And yet, at the point of death on the ghastly cross.. the shout of Jesus was a shout of triumph... “IT 

IS FINISHED!” 

 

Not the whimper of a defeated man murmuring.. I am finished...but the shout of victory of the Son 

of God... 

The word John uses in the Greek, in which he wrote his gospel, to describe Jesus shout is 

...TETELESTAI... 

It means ..It is finished.. and it always will be finished.... 

 

Jesus is proclaiming in triumph that he has completed His Father’s assignment.. that he had left 

nothing undone that the Father had given him to do... 

John 17:4.  “I have glorified you on earth”, Jesus said..  “I have finished the work you have given 

me to do.” 

 

Completed the One assignment in history which alone could save a lost world... 

Because of the salvation, you and I can have the assurance of eternal salvation... 

 

What HAD Jesus completed? 

 

Tetelestai...was a word in everyday usage at the time of Jesus.  Professor Warren Wiersbe in his 

book, “The Cross of Jesus” shows us some of the areas where its use would be appropriate and so 

helps us to understand what Jesus meant..... 

 

It was a word used by servants and slaves whenever they had completed a task given to them by 

their masters... 

“Tetelestai!”.. they would report... I have done what you asked in the way you wanted it done.... 

Jesus Christ is God’s Holy servant (Phil 2: 5-11). The prophet Isaiah described him as God’s 

suffering servant...Jesus came to earth because He had a special service to do... 



When his disciples were squabbling over which of them would be the greatest, Jesus rebuked them 

and told them that to be great they must first learn to serve... 

“I am among you as one who serves”..he told them....then took the place of a servant and washed 

their feet.... 

But His greatest act of service was to die for us..on the cross.. 

 

If the empty cross has changed our lives...then we too must become servants of God... 

We need to find the work God wants us to do and do it... 

“For it is God who works in you both to will and do His good pleasure”..(Phil 2: 13) 

 

Will we be able to say as we are called to account.  “I have glorified you on earth...I have completed 

the work You have given me to do... 

 

Tetelestai...  ......It is finished? 

 

The Greek priests also used this word..When a sacrifice was brought to be offered at the Temple, 

the priests examined it to ensure it was faultless... 

If the sacrifice was acceptable.. the priest would say.  “Tetelestai”.   It is perfect!  It was important 

that the sacrifice had to be perfect.... 

 

Jesus was God’s perfect, faultless sacrifice...the Lamb of god who died to take away the sins of the 

world.... 

When Jesus was baptized, God spoke from heaven and said “This is my beloved Son in whom I am 

well pleased.” 

Even Pilate, the Roman Governor was forced to admit...  “I can find no fault in this man.” 

Judas, the traitor, confessed in the horror of realisation.  “I have betrayed innocent blood.” 

 

There was no other good enough to pay the price of sin... 

For only of Christ could it be said...Tetelestai...He is the perfect, spotless, faultless sacrifice.... 

 

Servants and priests used this word, but so did artists.. 

When they eventually stepped back from a work and could look at it and say...It is finished..the 

picture is completed.. 

 

The Old Testament gives us a rather dark picture that’s difficult to understand...the ceremonies, 

prophecies and symbols don’t seem to fit together in any logical way..We don’t get the “key” until 

Christ comes...Unless we know Jesus Christ, it is like walking through and art gallery with the 

lights dimmed..only when Christ came and completed the picture were the lights turned on.. 

What Christ did on Calvary completed the picture so that God’s great plan of salvation was now 

clear for us to see.. 

His finished work on the Cross completed the picture that God has painted... 

 

Merchants, too, used the word..to them it meant..” the debt is fully paid”.  When the final payment 

was made on a purchase a receipt was given with the word “Tetelestai” written on it.. 

It is finished....the debt is fully paid... 

All sinners are in debt to God..Having broken God’s law we are bankrupt and unable to pay (Luke 

7: 36-50) 

When Jesus died for us on the cross, that debt of ours to God was paid in full. 

It WAS paid..it STANDS paid.. and ALWAYS WILL BE paid.. 

When we turn to Christ in faith, our sins are forgiven and our debt is cancelled forever.... 

 

 



And so it was this word, this familiar word, which was shouted by a faithful Saviour. 

 

He came to do the Father’s will......and He did it.. 

He came to purchase our Redemption....and He did it 

He came to do a great work, the work of Salvation...and He did it.. 

 

From the first to the last, Jesus was faithful to do what His Father commanded.. 

 

Jesus was faithful despite the opposition of Satan, the slowness to understand and believe of His 

own disciples and in the face of the sinfulness of men’s behaviour.. 

 

Jesus gave His utmost because He loves the Father and loved the world of sinful, lost people so 

much... 

In that wonderful High Priestly prayer in John 17:...  Jesus was able to say at the end...  “I have 

glorified You on earth, I have finished the work You have given me to do ...” 

 

TETELESTAI 

 

On this glorious Easter Day.. we worship a Risen Christ...but a Christ who is still a faithful servant.  

Having finished his work on earth, He is now faithfully serving His people in heaven as our Great 

High Priest and Advocate to God.. 

 

When we are tempted, we can come to our Heavenly Advocate, confess our sins and be forgiven... 

He is faithful to deliver us, forgive us and keep us until we meet Him face to face.... 

Our Lord died and was buried and arose from the dead to return to glory...There He sat 

down..because the work was finished.. 

 

Warren Wiersbe quotes a story of an Evangelist called Alexander Wooton who was approached at 

the end of a service by a young man who asked, flippantly, ... “So what do I need to do to be 

saved?” 

Wooton replied “It’s too late, you can’t do anything.” 

The man, now alarmed said “No.. seriously.. what must I do?” 

Wooton answered...”It already has been done!” 

 

Jesus didn’t make “the down payment” and expect us to keep up the instalments. 

That is the wonderful message of the Gospel….the work of salvation is completed….there is 

nothing we can add to it.. 

God offers the lost world..a finished work.. 

All the sinner has to do is believe in Jesus Christ. 

 

There is only one way of salvation..personal faith in the finished work of Christ..to accept that 

Christ died for OUR own sins and ask Him to blot them out... 

Scripture assures us that “Whoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved”...(Acts2:21 and 

Rom 10:13) 

 

Let us raise our eyes in wonder to the empty cross...for it is so much more than a symbol of 

Christian faith...it is the secret of the Christian life.... 

 

Lifted up he was to die. 

“It is finished” was His cry 

Now, in heaven exalted high 

Hallelujah, what a Saviour    (Philip P Bliss) 


