
SERMON FOR NEW COMMUNICANTS 

“Choose ye this Day whom you will serve, as for me and my house we will serve the 

Lord” 

 

READINGS: Old Testament Joshua ch 24 vs 13-18,  New Testament Mark ch 8 vs 27-38 

 

Choose ye this day whom you will serve, as for me and my house we will serve the Lord. 

This was the choice Joshua  gave to the people as he led the Israelites into the Promised land, 

a land where God was not worshipped by its native inhabitants and  where the temptations to 

divert his fledgling nation from sticking with God were myriad. And it’s still that  same 

choice which faces each one of us in our own living to-day. 

 

So the willing choice to come into communicant membership of Christ’s Church by three 

young people is indeed an occasion for joy and celebration. Christ commanded us all to go 

and make disciples and to teach them all that He had commanded, and promised that all who 

came to believe in Him would be saved. 

But what does becoming a communicant member of the Church mean, for when we were 

baptized as a child we were received into the Church then and became a member of it, but not 

a full member. At that time, we were brought to Church by our parents who professed their 

own faith in Christ and promised to bring us up within the Church and to teach us about the 

faith. And by their own prayer and example, hoped that by God’s grace we would be led in 

due time to come on our own behalf and make profession of our own faith and commit 

ourselves to following Christ, and so bring to glad fruition the promise of our Baptism. 

 

We come at that moment into the Body of the Church, not in our parents arms, but of our 

own volition to make public confession of our personal faith in Christ and to say that we 

choose to take our stand with him for the rest of our lives. 

 

If we can truly say with all our hearts that we acknowledge Christ as our Saviour and Lord 

and want to live in His way then we will also want to take part in the Sacrament in which all 

Christ’s followers re-dedicate themselves to His service and share in the remembrance of His 

wonderful giving of Himself for us. 

 

Almost all of us in Church this morning have made the same vows of membership as Dawn, 

Linda and Paul did just now, so perhaps as we begin to prepare ourselves to join again in that 

Holy Sacrament of Communion next Sunday,  it would be a good opportunity to re-examine 

the vows which we took, some of us, many, many, years ago. 

 

What did we promise? 

 

Firstly we confessed our belief in the person of Christ, for this is the only valid reason for 

making our commitment of faith in Him.  Jesus puts the same question to each of us as he put 

to his own first disciples.  But not “Who do PEOPLE say that I am?” for we know that there 

are  many answers to that question, I don’t know, a good  man, a prophet, a charlatan, the 

Messiah, .the Son of God.   Many opinions abound now as then, but Jesus asks us the only 

question which matters, “BUT you,  who do YOU say that I am?” 

Peter answered straight away with his own confession of faith, “You are the Christ” 

Thomas, after the Resurrection when his doubts had been dispelled, knelt in awe as he 

confessed Jesus as “My Lord and My God!” 

The Church requires that we confess our belief in Jesus as both our Saviour and our Lord. 



 

But, who needs a Saviour?   Only those whose lives are somehow in jeopardy.  Perhaps the 

desperate plight of Ken Bigley, an ordinary man doing a needed job in Iraq, brought the 

reality of  human life in dire jeopardy into our own sphere of possibility. Tragically, despite 

human efforts and many prayers, his life was taken by the iniquitous evil and sin in his fellow 

human beings. 

Maybe we never ordinarily give voice to the existence of sin unless we see it at its most 

depraved level, but in God’s eyes we have all fallen short of His ideal for us, and sin is rooted 

in us all.  We are so often out of step with God’s will and His desired way of  our living, and 

we have habitually proved to be incapable of defeating our faults on our own.  Our  inherent 

human disobedience to God which earned man the penalty of death and put our very souls in 

jeopardy. 

 

BUT God so wants our relationship with Him to be restored that he sent His only Son Jesus 

to be offered as a supreme sacrifice, bearing the sins of all humanity himself and opening our 

way back to God. If  we humbly confess our misdeeds, earnestly desire to be forgiven and 

then accept the free forgiveness of God through believing in Jesus as our Saviour, we are 

offered the right to be God’s own children again. 

 

Our Saviour and Our Lord.   For we must now subscribe to a higher than human authority to 

direct our lives.  As a child of God we will want willingly and earnestly to seek to follow the 

Father’s way and Christ is the one who can direct us and help us on the way if we put our 

trust in Him. 

 

A wonderful journey is promised us, but not an easy one, for there are many factors which 

tempt us to divert from it.  For strengthening our resolve, as our forefathers put it, we are to 

make full use of the means of grace, the divine help God provides for us. 

 

And these are the things we promise to make use of. 

. 

We promise to join regularly with our fellow Christians in worship on Sundays, on the day 

each week that God set aside to specially remember Him.  And joining with our fellow 

members is a great encouragement in our faith.  It is almost impossible to be a Christian 

alone, we need each other for support.  And surely it is our glad response to come together to 

offer God our Praise and worship, to bring our prayers for ourselves and others and to share 

in hearing God’s word read and explained, and to make Worship an integral part of our 

living.  Surely, we can have no better regular habit than that? 

 

We promise to be faithful in Bible reading and in Prayer, in Learning and Listening to God. 

Our relationship with Christ cannot grow without knowledge.  Reading scripture can be hard 

going but there are many good resources available... I have used Scripture Union Bible 

reading notes since I came to Christ in 1958, they are a huge help and a great discipline as 

they are designed to be used every single day.  We need to set apart a regular time in our busy 

lives for the most important things, how better to start or end the day than with God’s word in 

our hearts? 

We promise to pray too, not just the desperate little ones, ”God help me find a parking place 

or the keys I lost” but communicating with our Father in heaven our thoughts and hopes and 

worries and letting Him speak His peace and love to burdened souls.. 

 



Then we promise to play our part in furthering Christ’s Kingdom on earth.  We offer 

ourselves and what we have in His service.  Setting aside a fitting proportion of our Time our 

Skills and our Money, not either or, but ALL of these things.  If we all gave a little more to 

the work of the Church no-one would be over-burdened and the scope of the work we could 

do would increase beyond belief!!   

We all have the same number of hours in our days and weeks, and we all have some skills 

which the Church needs, and we all have financial resources which we prioritize. What we 

prayerfully have to consider, what is a “fitting” proportion to offer to Christ’s work and when 

did we last review that “fitting proportion?” 

 

And finally, we promise that the faith we have and which we profess to be so important in 

our lives will be made public.  ‘Secret Christians’ are no use whatever and ‘Sundays only 

Christians’ are not Christians at all.  Christ told us to go into the world, wherever we are, and 

to share the Good News which we have received.  Christ wants His Kingdom to be available 

to everyone and who knows that we might be the only ones who are in a position to share the 

faith with a neighbour or workmate or child. We are to be open about our loyalty to Christ 

and sometimes that takes courage!! 

 

This voluntary commitment we made was not so that Christ would respond to us, it was 

surely in response to what He first did and continues to do FOR US.  As we come soon to 

share in the Sacrament of Holy Communion together we will remember the cost of His love 

in His body broken and blood shed to ensure our forgiveness and restitution.. 

 

He offers Himself in sharing the burden of the world’s suffering and in drinking the bitter cup 

of human pain. And He asks us to share in his care and often also in the suffering it brings, 

for the Christian life brings a cross as well as a crown!  But in Him is life which triumphantly 

brings good out of evil and promises finally the joy and fulfillment of entering His  eternal 

Kingdom, with the welcome of our Lord to one of His own. 

 

Joshua said to the people  ”Choose ye this day whom ye will serve, as for me and my house, 

we will serve the Lord!! 

 

 

 


